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Welcome  to:  
"Accessibility Reaching Everywhereò 

Introduction  
 

The AEGIS Final International Conference and 

Workshop will gather a wide array of experts and 

users in the area of Assistive Technology to discuss 

scientific and policy developments in accessible 

technology, and showcase relevant projects and 

initiatives in the area of assistive technology.  

The Conference is organised by the AEGIS IP 

initiative (Open Accessibility Everywhere: 

Groundwork, Infrastructure, Standards) with the 

support of EPR, the European Platform for 

Rehabilitation. AEGIS is partially funded under FP7 

(Theme: ICT-2007.7.1 ; ICT & Ageing). For more 

details, visit www.aegis-project.eu.  

The working language of the conference will be 

English. Interpretation from English to Dutch and 

French will be provided during the plenary session 

on Tuesday 29 November.  

The Venue 
 

The Conference will take place in the Diamant 

Conference and Business Centre, one of Brusselsô 

leading conference venues. Diamant is easily 

reached by public transport or car. 

The Diamant Centre is accessible to people with 

reduced mobility.  

 Proceedings  
 

Proceedings of the Conference will be published on 

the conference website, www.aegis-conference.eu.  

Car park  
 

The Diamant Conference and Business Centre has its 

own parking facilities (total capacity: 210 cars). 

Participants will be able to park for a price of 10,80ú / 

day or 7,80ú / half day. Accessible car parking spaces 

will be arranged upon request.  

Registration  Point  
 

The registration desk will welcome you and will be 

located in front of the Einstein meeting room, on Level 

ï1 of the Diamant Centre. On arrival, participants can 

register at the desk and pick up a conference bag and 

their name badge. Level -1 can be reached by 

elevators or stairs. For more information, please see 

page 14. 

Social  Media 
 
Tweetwall : http://aegisconf.tweetwally.com/ 
Tweets bearing the #aegisconf will be aggregated on 
this Tweetwall, and the wall will also be used to bring 
together questions on the various sessions.  

Twitter : http://twitter.com/aegisproj  

The projectôs Twitter page will be used to provide 
immediate updates throughout the AEGIS conference. 

Facebook: http://tiny.cc/aegis 

The posts will keep those who could not attend 

updated on the conference results.  

SlideShare: www.slideshare.net/aegisproject 

All presentations will be shared in real time and will be 

automatically announced on the AEGIS Twitter. 
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 ̧AEGIS 2nd International Conference  ̧ 

Practical  Information  
The Second AEGIS International Conference and Final Workshop will take place at the Diamant Conference 

and Business Centre. 

Address :  

Boulevard A. Reyerslaan 80 

1030 Brussels 

Belgium  

Contact details:  

Web: www.diamant.be  

Tel: +32 (0)2 706 88 00  

Fax: +32 (0)2 706 88 11  

Email: info@diamant.be  

How to get to the Conference 
Venue 
 
By car   
 

Coming from the E40 or E19  

Follow the ring direction Brussel-Zaventem-Luik-

Leuven-Namen. At the Zaventem airport exit , take 

the A201 direction Brussel-Evere and continue 

following that direction until you pass the NATO and 

reach the end of the Boulevard Général Wahis. Turn 

left in the direction of the Meiser Brussel Centrum in 

order to reach the Boulevard Reyers. The Diamant 

Centre is situated on the other side of the Boulevard.  

Coming from the E40 ï Luik/Liège  

Take exit 18 (before the tunnels). You will arrive 

directly behind the Diamant Building. Follow the 

Kolonel Bourg Street to the crossroad which meets 

Boulevard Reyers. Turn right in order to reach the 

entrance of the underground parking.  

Coming from the A12 ï Antwerpen/Anvers  

Follow the A12 direction towards Brussels-Laken. 

Continue left in the direction of Van Praet ï Centrum. 

At the end of this road, go straight and turn left at the 

traffic lights, and then another left in the direction of 

Brussels Nationaal-Ter Kameren-European Institutes. 

Follow the Boulevard Lambertmont and the 

Boulevard General Wahis. Cross over the Meiser 

Square on the right to reach the Boulevard Reyers. 

The Diamant Centre is situated on the opposite side 

of the Boulevard.  

 
By public transport  
 

From Central Station  

Take the metro line 1B direction Stokkel, get off at 

the station Montgomery and take tram 7 (direction 

Heisel) or 25 (direction Rogier). Get off at the 

Diamant station (not wheelchair accessible) . Take 

the exit ñRTBF/VRTò, turn right and cross the Kolonel 

Bourgstreet to reach the Diamant Conference 

Centre.  

From Brussels airport  

The bus line 12 is an express line that directly 

connects the airport to Diamant. Stop at the 

ñDiamantò station, turn right and cross the Kolonel 

Bourgstreet to reach the Diamant Conference 

Centre.  
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Conference  exhibition  
29 - 30 November 2011  

 

Exhibitors, both commercial and non-profit, will be 

showcasing a wide variety of products and research 

during the Conference with dedicated manned 

stands. The coffee breaks and lunches will be served 

in the exhibition area to allow enough time for 

participants to discover each exhibitor. The AEGIS 

project will have four dedicated stands to present its 

results. The remaining external exhibitors include: 

¶ Nottingham Trent University 

¶ BAUM Retec AG 

¶ TECNALIA 

¶ Plextalk Europe 

¶ Edu Labs 

¶ LibreOffice / The Document Foundation 

Location: Einstein lobby and Baekeland lobby, 

Level ï1 

Training  session on accessible 
authoring , Daisy and Braille  
29 - 30 November 2011  

 

AccessODF, odt2daisy and odt2braille are 

extensions of the OpenOffice.org Writer and 

LibreOffice Writer and will be demonstrated at the 

AEGIS projectôs Workshop and Conference. They will 

introduce attendees to accessible authoring with 

OpenOffice.org Writer and the extensions for creating 

DAISY books and Braille. 

odt2daisy is an extension that converts Writer 

documents into digital talking books in the DAISY 

format. It supports several versions of DAISY; not 

only the current version ï DAISY 3.0 ï but also the 

version DAISY 2.02 for compatibility with older 

DAISY players. odt2daisy supports Mathematical 

Markup Language (MathML) and multilingual 

documents. It uses the text-to-speech engines 

installed in the userôs operating system for speech 

synthesis.  

odt2braille is an extension that converts Writer 

documents into Braille or prints them on a Braille 

embosser.  

AccessODF enables authors to find and repair 

accessibility issues in their documents, i.e. issues 

that make their documents difficult or even 

impossible to read for people with disabilities. 

Location: Baekeland lobby, Level ï1 

Poster  Exhibition  
29 - 30 November 2011  

 

AEGIS organises a poster session where 

accessibility related initiatives are provided the 

opportunity to present aims and objectives. An Award 

will be given to the best poster in the spirit of AEGIS. 

Location: Einstein lobby and Baekeland lobby, 

Level ï1 

Conference  Awards  
30 November 2011  

 

The AEGIS conference will issue three awards in the 
following categories: 

¶ Best accessibility project in the spirit of AEGIS 

¶ Best AEGIS Conference paper in the spirit of 
AEGIS 

¶ Best AEGIS Conference poster in the spirit of 
AEGIS 

Location: Einstein Room, Level ï1 

Satellite  Events  
 

A number of linked events will be running before and during the course of the Conference. 

4 



 

 ̧AEGIS 2nd International Conference  ̧ 

Workshop  Programme  

AEGIS Workshop  
28 November 2011  
 

The AEGIS Workshop will present the finalised outcomes from the Open Source AEGIS mobile, desktop and 

internet applications. The workshop targets end-users and experts in the field of assistive technologies, who 

will have the opportunity to try out accessible products developed within the project.  

Location: Einstein BC, Level ï1 

Time Session  Speaker /Moderator  

9.00-9.30 Registration  

9.30-9.45 Welcome  Jan Spooren - EPR 

9.45-10.00 AEGIS concept  & realisations  Maria Fernanda Cabrera Umpierrez - UPM 

10.00-10.30 
The AEGIS story: building an accessible 
application  

Peter Korn - Oracle 

10.30-11.00 Coffee break 

11.00-12.00  

Round -table discussion   Chair: Peter Korn -  ORACLE 

¶ Users ï Carmona Iván (FONCE) / Karel Van 
Isacker (EPR) 

¶ Experts ï Martinez Usero Jose Angel 
(TECHNOSITE) / Brown David (NTU) 

¶ Key developers ï Welche Patrick (UCAM) / 
Vystrļil Jan (CVUT) / Lundªlv Mats (SU-
DART) / Strobbe Christophe (KUL) 

¶ Industry ï Azpiroz Jon (FVE) 

12.00-13.00 
Rich  internet  applications  (demos ) with  
discussion  

Chair: Dimitrios Tzovaras - CERTH-ITI 

  

¶ Haptic RIA maps (Dimitrios Tzovaras, CERTH
-ITI) 

¶ MooTools UI components (Jan Richards, 
IDRC)  

¶ Accessible jQueryUI Components (Jan 
Richards, IDRC) 

¶ WAIARIA implementation on UI toolkits Jan 
Richards, IDRC) 

¶ CMS demonstrator (Dimitrios Tzovaras, 
CERTH-ITI) 

¶ Accessibility Advisor (Jan Vystrcil, CVUT) 
¶ NetBeans Plugin (Jan Vystrcil, CVUT) 

13.00-14.00 Lunch 

14.00-15.15 Mobile  applications  (demos ) with  discussion  Chair: Jon Azpiroz - VFE  

  

¶ Accessible Contact Manager and Phone 
Dialer, Java version (Maria Fernanda Cabrera 
Umpierrez, UPM, Jon Azpiroz ,VFE) 

¶ Accessible Contact Manager and Phone 
Dialer, Android version (Adrián Rodríguez, 
UPM, Jon Azpiroz ,VFE) 

¶ CCF for Android (Mats Lundälv, SU-DART) 

¶ Dasher for Android (Patrick Welche, UCAM) 
¶ Dasher for iPhone (Patrick Welche, UCAM) 
¶ Accessible RTT for mobile (Maria Fernanda 

Cabrera Umpierrez, UPM, VFE) 
¶ Tecla Onscreen Keyboard (and optionally 

Tecla Bluetooth Shield) (Jan Richards, 
OCAD) 

15.15-15.45 Coffee break 

15.45-17.00 Desktop  applications  (demos ) with  discussion  Chair: Jan Engelen - KUL 

  ¶ GnomeShell Magnifier (Jan Richards, OCAD) 
¶ Concept Coding Framework for LibreOffice 

(Mats Lundälv, SU-DART) 
¶ Odt2braille (Christophe Strobbe, KULeuven) 
¶ Odt2daisy (Christophe Strobbe, KULeuven) 

¶ Accessibility Checker for LibreOffice 
(Christophe Strobbe, KULeuven) 

¶ eSpeak TTS Engine (Language 
Enhancement) (Jerry Dimitriou, SILO) 

¶ OpenGazer (Patrick Welche, UCAM) 

17.00-17.15 End of the Workshop 
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Speakers  and workshop chairs (Alphabetical order)  

Jan Albers, one of EPRôs founding fathers, started off as director of communication at the 
SRH in Heidelberg, Germany before setting up the Vocational Rehabilitation Centre of the 
SRL (now Adelante) in Hoensbroek, the Netherlands. Now a retired CEO, he acts as a 
facilitator for various discussions and learning groups and provides expert input in the 
rehabilitation field, in EU-programmes and various other international activities. 

Jon Azpiroz is responsible for several accessibility projects in the innovation area of 
Vodafone Spain Foundation since 2006. He is currently involved in the AEGIS, ACCESSIBLE 
and CLOUD4ALL projects, focusing on mobile accessibility and user experience. He is a 
member of the GT3 of the AENOR Spanish Standardization body, which is working on the 
standardization of mobile device accessibility guidelines.  

Maria Fernanda Cabrera Umpierrez  is a professor of Telecommunication and Biomedical 
Engineering at the Technical University of Madrid, and the Innovation Director of the Life 
Supporting Technologies (LifeSTech) research group. Maria coordinates the AEGIS project 
where, with LifeSTech, she contributes to the development of assistive software for mobile 
phones, personalising the applications and interfaces for users with cognitive, motor and 
speech disabilities as well as assessing user experiences.  

Jan Engelen holds a PhD in Electronics Engineering and specialises in technological 
developments, both hardware and software, intended to help visually-impaired people. He is 
currently focusing on standardising efforts for both assistive technology developments and 
design for all solutions. With his Docarch group, he has contributed to the Open Source 
developments "odt2daisy" and "odt2braille" within the AEGIS framework. 

Maria Gemou holds a degree in Mechanical Engineering and has been a Research Associate 
at the Hellenic Institute of Transport of CERTH since 2005. Her main fields of expertise 
include Information and Communication Technologies, Transport technologies for PSN, e-
learning and eAccessibility. She is also involved in many research projects, including AEGIS 
as a subproject leader. 

Peter Korn is Oracleôs Accessibility Principal ï their senior individual contributor on 
accessibility. He is also Technical Manager of the AEGIS project. He co-developed and co-
implemented the Java Accessibility API, and developed the Java Access Bridge for Windows. 
He also helped design the open source GNOME Accessibility architecture 

Jose Angel Martinez Usero is the Director of International Projects and Relations at 
Technosite (Fundación ONCE). Jose Angel Martinez has led many outstanding research 
projects and initiatives at national and European levels. He is currently one of the references 
in eAccessibility in Europe, and is either leading or participating in several high-level projects 
and studies in the fields of e-inclusion and e-accessibility. 

Jan Spooren has been the Secretary General of the European Platform for Rehabilitation 
(EPR) for 10 years, and is an expert in the policy developments taking place within the 
disability and social services sector, both at European and international levels. As 
representative of civil society in the Disability High Level Group and several other standing 
committees, he is considered as a key player in the EU disability policy arena.  
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